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HUMANITIES NEBRASKA ADAPTING, 
RESPONDING TO SERVING THE STATE 
IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 

COVID-19 has also meant a 
progression of postponements, 
cancellations, and other impacts 
on Humanities Nebraska grant-
funded and council-conducted 
programs. Our broad philosophy 
throughout this has been to 
work in consultation with our  
local program partners to  
determine the best course of  
action, as they are the ones on 
the ground helping implement 
these programs. 

This has meant working 
through our responses and  
otherwise communicating closely 
with school teachers, libraries, 
museums, speakers, community 
centers, foundations, donors, 
elected o�cials, and many 
others. It has been a powerful 
reminder of the broad and deep 
network of community partners 
we work with throughout the 
state of Nebraska.

The humanities programs and 
events that have been cancelled 
or postponed have increased as 
stricter restrictions on public 
gatherings have come into play. 
More than twenty high school 
teachers from all across the 
state were unable to bring their 
students to Lincoln to deliberate  
on global issues in our Capitol 
Forum Day program at the end 
of March. The teachers worked 
diligently to find some virtual 
way to give closure to this year’s  
program, but could not.

A record number of 26 Prime 
Time Family Reading Time pro-
grams had been in the works 
this spring, serving hundreds of 
families throughout the state. 
These programs take place over 

TO UPDATE ADDRESS OR CANCEL  
SUBSCRIPTION, CALL 402.474.2131 or  

E-MAIL INFO@HUMANITIESNEBRASKA.ORG

Adapting to COVID-19 . . . . . . . . . 2
Nebraska Chautauqua . . . . . . . . 3 
New Board Members . . . . . . . . . 4
Humanities on the Hill . . . . . . . . 5 
Gratitude for Retiring Board . . . 5
Thank You, Donors! . . . . . . . . . . 6
Give to Lincoln Day. . . . . . . . . . . 7
In Memory. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Grant Spotlight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Recent Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  
Apply for Capitol Forum ’21 . . . 10 
Sower Award Nominations . . . 10
Humanities at Home . . . . . . . . . 11
Governor’s Lecture Speaker . . .12

IN THIS ISSUE

UPCOMING EVENTS 
MINI GRANT DEADLINES 
May 1, July 1, September 3 
(details on our website) 

SOWER AWARD NOMINATIONS 
Deadline is June 12 

MEDIA/WEBSITE/DIGITAL 
GRANT DEADLINE 
June 15 (details on our website)

MAJOR GRANT DEADLINE 
August 1 (details on our website)

1950s CHAUTAUQUA 
July 31, August 1,  Ashland

GOVERNOR’S LECTURE 
September 22, Doris Kearns 
Goodwin at the Lied Center for 
Performing Arts, Lincoln
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The content of this newsletter 
was going to be significantly 
di�erent before all of our lives 
were upended in March by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Humanities Nebraska’s spring 
is typically bursting with activity 
to report on across the spectrum 
of program areas, but the rapidly 
changing situation we have all 
been experiencing has meant a 
radical shift in what we as an  
organization are doing. We 
would like to start this newsletter 
by sharing a summary of how 
HN has responded so far and 
where we see things going in 
the coming weeks and months.

As it became apparent that 
regular life would be disrupted 
throughout the country, HN  
developed a phased plan to 
guide our responses to each 
stage of development. When  
local schools closed to help 
slow the infection rate, that 
triggered our switch to sta� 
working the majority of the time 
remotely from home. 

Thanks to a variety of techno-
logical tools and sta� ingenuity, 
we have all been able to stay in 
communication and be e�ective 
in taking care of our areas of 
responsibility.

The progression of 

six weekly sessions, so some 
were ended early, others had 
just started but are now post-
poned, and others had not 
yet started. Our sta� is work-
ing with all of our Prime Time 
teams to adapt and plan for 
a resumption of the program 
later this year. Prime Time is so 
important to many children and 
parents who come together to 
read and discuss books. 

We had dozens of Speakers 
Bureau and grant-funded  
programs cancelled or post-
poned. Again, we are working 
with those speakers and host 
sites to adapt to the situation. 

Military veterans and writing 
instructors participating in  
Nebraska Warrior Writers 
workshops have suspended  
in-person sessions. However, 
this month, they launched on-
line Zoom writing sessions and 
presentations by professional 
authors. They hope for a large 
in-person writing marathon 
sometime this summer when 
it’s safe to gather in person. 

This cascade of events comes 
up against a fundamental pur-
pose of Humanities Nebraska 
and why the humanities are  
important for everyone. We  
exist to use the humanities to 
bring people together to explore 
what it means to be human 
and to live a life of purpose and 
meaning. We are working to 
find as many ways as possible to 
accomplish that while people 
can’t be physically together. 

We (along with all other 
state humanities councils) will 
be working with the National 
Endowment for the Humani-
ties to distribute COVID-19 
relief funding included in the 
CARES Act, recently passed by 
Congress, to provide economic 
support for the humanities 
partners in need throughout 
our state.

I hope that you are following 
us on social media (if you use 
Facebook, Instagram, or  
Twitter). If we have your email 
address we can keep you up 
to date on the status of both 

virtual and in-person program 
opportunities. If not, please 
send your email address to  
info@humanitiesnebraska.org 
so we can add you to our list. 

The Humanities Nebraska 
sta� and board are thinking of 
all of you. We hope that you 
are finding outlets for social  
interaction and intellectual 
stimulation, and that you and 
your loved ones are staying 
healthy.  We are also very 
grateful to all of you who are 
supporting HN financially, 
particularly in these uncertain 
times and with so many needs 
out there.

I hope that before we know 
it, we are seeing each other 
again at humanities programs!

Nebraska Chautauqua will  
return late this summer with 
“The Fifties in Focus,” which will 
be presented in Ashland. 

This Chautauqua takes an 
objective look at America’s 
most iconic decade, idealized in 
television and movies, but also 

a time of 
sweeping 
change. 
The 1950s 
mark the 
early 
years of 
the Cold 
War and 
rising 

tensions of Civil Rights and 
workplace equality as returning 
servicemen vied for jobs that 
had been held by minority and 
female workers. Meanwhile, the 
post-war baby boom strained 
domestic resources.

Chautauquans Dr. Lenneal 
Henderson and Becky Stone 
will return to present history  
as Thurgood Marshall and Rosa 
Parks respectively. The keynote 
speaker will be Jim Newton, 
former L.A. Times editor and 
author of ‘Eisenhower: The 
White House Years’.

Other experts will conduct 
workshops on many other topics, 

“THE FIFTIES IN FOCUS” PLANNED FOR JULY 31, AUGUST 1 IN ASHLAND
including agricultural advances, 
the impact of the new Interstate  
Highway System, fashion, 
television and music. The com-
munity of Ashland is also pre-
paring other family-friendly 
activities, all at no cost. 

“The Fifties in Focus” will 
be held July 31 and August 1 in 
various Ashland locations. 

Chautauqua is made possible 
through support from the State 
of Nebraska, the Johnny Carson 
Fund at the Nebraska Cultural 
Endowment, and other donors, 
sponsors, and volunteers. 

For more information, visit 
NebraskaChautauqua.org.

by Christopher Sommerich, 

Executive Director

HN sta� meetings are held on Zoom. 

HN sta� and board members have been assembling 
lists of humanities activities that can be enjoyed at home. 

Lists are emailed to subscribers and posted online at 
HumanitiesNebraska.org under the Humanities At Home banner.
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WELCOME, NEW BOARD MEMBERS!

Humanities Nebraska recently 
welcomed six new board 
members and one returning 
member during the spring board 
meeting. Three have joined 
the board of the Nebraska 
Humanities Council, and four 
were added to the Nebraska 
Foundation for the Humanities. 

NEW TO THE COUNCIL
Edgar Hicks has over 50 years 
of grain marketing experience, 
including 35 in communities 
such as Clarks, 
Central City, and 
St. Edward. Now 
a director at CFO 
Systems LLC, he’s 
served on various 
USDA panels and 
on Governor Dave 
Heineman’s Nebraska Rural 
Development Commission and 
the executive committee of the 
Nebraska State Grange. He is a 
co-chair of this year’s African-
American History Challenge.

Sarah Rowe is an enrolled 
member of the Ponca Tribe of 

Nebraska and is of 
Lakota descent. A 
visual artist who 
has exhibited her 
work internation-
ally, she uses a 
variety of media 
combined with 

traditional Native American 
imagery to transcend cultural 
boundaries and create cross-
cultural dialogue. Sarah is the 
resident artist for the Ponca 
Tribe of Nebraska’s Domestic 
Violence and MMIW Group. 

Beth Whited is the Executive 
Vice President and Chief Human 
Resource O�cer at Union Pacific, 
where she is former president 
and a founding member of 

LEAD, Union Pacific’s women’s 
initiative. She has also served 

on the boards of 
Lauritzen Gardens, 
Heartland Work-
force Solutions, 
and the Omaha 
Symphony, and 
she previously 
served two terms 
with the Nebraska  

Foundation for the Humanities.

NEW TO THE FOUNDATION
Linda Gra� is a registered radio-
logic technologist at McCook 
Community Hospital. She has 
served on the board 
of the Southwest  
Nebraska American 
Red Cross, as a 
parish council-
woman for her 
church, and as a 
mentor for the 
Teammates program. She is a 
Prairie Plains Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA)  
volunteer and serves on the 
Gra� Charitable and McCook  
Community foundations. 

Mike Homa is president of the 
Nebraska division 
of R&R Realty 
Group. He serves 
on the Hope  
Center board of 
directors, the  
University of  
Nebraska Business  

College Dean’s Advisory Board, 
and previously served in a 
variety of capacities with other 
community organizations.  
Previously, Mike was president 
at Mutual of Omaha Bank, and 
he held various leadership roles 
with American National Bank. 

Laura Troshynski of North 
Platte works in the Trusts  

department at 
First National 
Bank of Omaha. 
She is the past 
president of the 
North Platte  
Public Schools 
Foundation and 

served as both the Annual 
Giving Chair and Foundation 
Gala Chair for the Great Plains 
Healthcare Foundation. She  
currently serves on the Univer-
sity of Nebraska College of Law 
Dean’s Advisory Board.  

Jen Rae Wang of Omaha heads 
government and regulatory  
a�airs for Cox Communications. 
She has worked for the White 
House, a Nebraska governor, 
and two members of Congress. 
She is a part-time adjunct 
professor at the University of 
Nebraska- Lincoln 
College of Journalism 
and Mass Communi-
cations, and adjunct 
professor in the  
Master of Business Ad- 
ministration program 
at Doane University. 

The Council also elected  
Amy Sandeen of  
Hastings as chair 
and Connie Duncan 
of Lincoln as vice 
chair. Mike Linder of 
Omaha was elected 
treasurer, and  

Barbara Hewins-Maroney of 
Omaha was elected as an at-
large member of the Executive 
Committee. The Foundation 
elected Nicholas W. 
Baxter of Omaha as 
president, Tami  
Hellman of Kearney 
as vice president, and 
Kent Warneke of  
Norfolk as treasurer.

THANK YOU TO OUR NEWLY RETIRED BOARD MEMBERS!
Humanities Nebraska is grateful to the board 

members who reached the end of their board 
service in January. 

Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado of Omaha 
served on both the Council and Foundation 
boards from 2014 to 2020, as did past Council 
Chair John Schleicher, formerly of Omaha and 
now of Reno, Nev. Chris Cornelius of Lincoln 
served on the Council board from 2018 to 2019. 

The following Foundation board members have 
also retired. Kay Fowles of Grand Island served 
from 2016 to 2020. Ellen Lierk of Alliance and 
past President Cynthia Milligan of Lincoln served 
2014 to 2020. Glenn Van Velson of North Platte 
served 2017-2020. 

We are grateful to them for their leadership 
and dedication to improving the cultural and 
educational life of our state.

This spring concludes my 
first year of serving on the 
Nebraska Humanities Council.  
Growing up, I would receive the 
HN newsletters, watch a 
Chautauqua, or see a local event 
that was funded by a grant from 
Humanities Nebraska. Being a 
fifth-generation rancher in the 
Sandhills, I had a love for history, 
especially that of our great 
state, and when I was asked to 
join the Council I did so with 
great admiration for HN.  

Earlier this year, Nick Baxter, 
president of the Foundation, 
executive director Chris 
Sommerich, and I had the 
opportunity to attend the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) annual 
“Humanities on the Hill” in 
Washington D.C. It was a 
whirlwind trip that gave us 
the opportunity to interact 
with other state Humanities 
Councils and visit with our 
Federal Delegation about the 
importance of Humanities in 
today’s society.

The NEH was founded in 1965.  
Every state has a Humanities 
Council, and out of the NEH 
budget, around $50 million is 
sent to the state councils to be 
used for administration costs, 
programming, grants, etc. 

Humanities Nebraska receives a 
portion of that, which they use 
along with funds that have been 
raised by fundraising e�orts, and 
other income, to continue the 
excellent programs that HN has 
become so well known for.

I have had the opportunity 
to lobby in D.C. on a number 
of occasions for di�erent 
organizations, and I was 
pleasantly surprised by the 
positive image that Humanities 
Nebraska has with our federal 
delegation. All of them have 
been supporters of HN in the 
past. We thanked them for that 
support and asked for continual 
support in the future.

I always enjoy interacting with 
our delegation, and especially 
attending the Nebraska 
Breakfast where I saw numerous 
familiar faces, but the highlight 
of the trip for me was interacting 
with members and sta� of other 
state humanities councils. 

I think what amazed me the 
most is hearing about all of 
the diversity in programming 
and opportunities provided 
for our country. One of my 
favorite factoids came from the 
executive director of Alaska 
Humanities where there are 
227 federally-recognized tribes. 

In Anchorage alone, there are 

PERSPECTIVES FROM D.C.: HUMANITIES ON THE HILL

ABOVE: Board Member president Nick 
Baxter explains the significance of HN 
programming to Rep. Don Bacon with  

Chris Sommerich and Jaclyn Wilson.  
RIGHT: Jaclyn met NEH Chairman Jon  

Parrish Peede at the Nebraska Breakfast. 

by Jaclyn Wilson, Council Board Member

over 100 languages spoken in the 
Anchorage School District.  As 
someone who always is looking at 
ways to bridge the east/west divide 
within our state, I can’t imagine 
having to use bush pilots, ferrys, and 
trains to get to multiple locations.  

It was really reassuring to 
see Humanities Nebraska being 
perceived as a national leader in 
not only organizational setup, but 
programming, and that was evident 
in the many accolades that I heard 
throughout the entire event.  

At the end of the whirlwind trip, 
I was filled with knowledge and 
excited to take all that I had learned 
back to Nebraska and share it with 
others.  Humanities bridge all of us, 
and in this time of uncertainty it’s 
even more important to understand 
who we are, where we have come 
from, and where we will go.   
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Many donors make multiple gifts throughout the year. Donors are listed 
at the level of their cumulative giving for the year in our annual report.

HUMANITIES NEBRASKA DONORS: THANK YOU! Join these generous contributors and help to cultivate an understanding
of our history and culture. Thank you for becoming part of our mission!

www.HumanitiesNebraska.orgGifts received between  
November 1, 2019 & February 29, 2020

ORGANIZATIONS

Gifts of $10,000 or more

Anonymous

Dillon Foundation

Sherwood Foundation

The Holland Foundation

 

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999

Kitty M. Perkins Foundation

Rogers Foundation

 

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999

Acklie Charitable Foundation

Cooper Foundation

Snow-Redfern Foundation

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499

Cox Communications

HBE LLP

Lester A. Walker Foundation

Peru State College

UNO - O�ce of the Chancellor

Margaret Hornady-David &  

   Donald M. David

Charles & Marilyn Hoskins

Chris & Judy Hove

Ellan Hove

Midge Irvin

Loren & Cleo Jacobsen

Andrew & Becca Jewell

Jean & Lee Johnson

Robert Johnson

Audrey & Richard Kauders

Robert & Michelle Kerr

John & Cynthia Kugler

Nick & Cheryl Lamme

Earlynn Lawrence

Pamela Lay

Dave & Kaki Ley

Mrs. Larry H. Lusk

Margaret Lutton

Jim & Patty Manhart

Tom & Evelyn McKnight

Calvin R. & Jane Johnson

Beverly Kracher &  

   Jerry Stegeman

Paul & Lynette Krieger

Roger & Carol Lewis

Charles & Ellen Lierk

Fred & Carol Lockwood

Linda Hillegass & Jim McKee

Cynthia & Robert Milligan

Barb & Ron Schaefer

Gene Spence

Robert L. & Paulette Stefka

Carol & Tom Waring

Kelvin & Beth Whited

Peter Zandbergen

Gifts of $500-$999 

Anonymous

John & Virginia Aita

David & Laura Buntain

Richard Fellman

Shannon Harner &  

   Philip Goddard

Amy Sandeen

Jim & Kris Scheer

Don & Janice Schnier

Nancy Schwertley

Jerry & Mary Seiler

William & Laura Shi�ermiller

Steve Shively

Linda Simonsen

Pamela H. & Marcus J. Snow  

   in memory of Martha Kovar

Ron & Kellie Soden

Wayne & Elaine Specht

Sherry & Dennis Thompson

Del & Phyllis Toebben

Jan Wahl

Jim & Maureen Waldron

Mike & Susan Walenz

Jim & Jeanne Walter

Bonna & Mike Wanek

Deborah & Robert Wigton

Nancy & Philip Wolf

William Workman

Mark A. Young & Susan Koenig

Gifts of $500-$999

Bluestem Prairie Foundation

Gifts of $100-$249

Clarke Family Charitable Fund -  

   InFaith Community Foundation

Knights of Columbus - Howells

INDIVIDUALS

Gifts of $2,500+

Jane Renner Hood  

   in memory of Helen Stau�er

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499

Brenda Christensen &  

   Michael Morris

Cloyd & Linda Clark

Trudi Crosby

Kay Fowles

Amy Haddad & Steve Martin

Ron & Chris Harris

Tami & Jerry Hellman

Ian McLean &  

   Maggie White McLean

Mary McNamee & 

   Kieth Simmons

Marilyn & Earl Mitchell

Gary Moulton

Mary Ellen Mulcahy  

   in honor of Jack &  

   Sally Campbell

Hon. John E. & Judy Nelson

W. Don & Andrea Nelson

John & Dawn Nielsen

John M. Northrop

Polly & Frank Partsch

Sheppard* & Marlene Perkins

Gretchen Peters

Norma & Cli� Pountney

Mary Kay Quinlan

Deb & John Quirk

Neal & Deb Ratzla�

Steve & Velora Riese

Robert & Sheila Runyon

Margaret Johnson

JB & Carla Ketner

Glen & Nancy Moss

Bill & Linda Pratt

Doug & Karyl Smith

Chris & Vicki Sommerich

Dr. Michael Stieghorst &  

   Dr. Sue Conley

Gifts of $250-$499

Anonymous (2)

Lloyd Ambrosius

Beverly A. Cunningham

David & Paula Cure

Dr. Linda H. Daniel

Tom Gallagher

Je�rey L. & Rebecca S. Gerhart

Drs. David & Aileen Gruendel  

   in honor of Pam Snow

George & Judy Haecker

Dr. Dan & Alice Holtz

Virginia K. Knoll

Brad & Amy Knuth

Gifts of $50-$99

Anonymous (9)

Ernest & Marilyn Abariotes

Richard Allen &  

   Mary Rabenberg

Barb & Don Batie

Michael & Stephanie Brogan

Jack & Sally Campbell  

   in memory of Helen Stau�er

Matt & Kristi Carley

Melissa Cast-Brede

Glenn & Dixie Colson

Ed & Jan Connolly

Gilbert & Bonnie Daenzer

Meenakshi Nath Dalal

Nancy H. Dawson

Steven & Sally DeLair

Robert & Phyllis Dunne

Martha & Eugene Feit

James & Maureen Fish

Pamela Gallager & Dean Ott

Polly & Joe Goecke

Robin & Ann Koozer

Bill & Kathy Lydiatt  

   in honor of Virginia Aita

Linda & Terry J. McClain

Ron & Marlene Mischnick

Helen & Robert E. Nichols

Andrew & Kris Pollock  

   in honor of Beverly Pollock

Brenda Robinson  

   in memory of Cal Robinson

Max & Karen Rudolph

John S. Schleicher

Ron & Lois Todd-Meyer

Kate & Roger Weitz

Justin & Kili Wenburg

Gifts of $100-$249 

Anonymous (9)

Jerry & Linda Adams

Sharon Bohling

Dr. Ted & Jeaniene Bolamperti

David & Gina Briggs

Janice Lee Buhr

Anonymous

Colleen & George Adam

Connie & Bill Adams

Virginia & John Aita

Robyn & Fred Amis

Lynne & Paul Anderson

Maggie & Ed Bates

Cindy & Mogens Bay

Laura & David Buntain

Brenda Christensen &    
   Michael Morris

Linda & Cloyd Clark

David Clark & Jay Conrad

Trudi Crosby

Dottie & Al Davis

Gloria & Roy Dinsdale

Kim & Tom Dinsdale

Kate & Sandy Dodge

Connie & Todd Duncan

Judy & Jack Ekeler

Katherine & Dick Endacott

John & Kay Lynn Goldner

Ellen M. Haskins

Dee & Jerri Haussler

Tom & Jean Holcombe

Dan & Josie Hughes

Richard D. Hunt

Belva Junker

Ruth Kamino

Jean & Gerald Karlen

Ken & Connie Keith

Linda Kell

Marion Kline

Paul D. & Kay A. Knox

David & Mary Lempke

Dan & Carol Lindstrom

Rita McGinnis

John & Linda McPhail

Fern Medlin

David & Judy Meyer

James Miller

Dave & Becky Mitchell

Patty & Jim Neid

We thank these 
generous individuals who 
helped ensure a vibrant 
cultural life in Nebraska 
with annual gifts of 
$1,000 or more made 
between January 1, 
2019 and February 29, 
2020. To learn more 
about the Patron’s 
Circle, please contact 
Heather Thomas at 
402.474.2131 or heather@
HumanitiesNebraska.org. 

Thank you!

Kay Fowles

Lynne Friedewald &  
   Chuck Shoemaker

Julie & Lance Fritz

The Gallentine/Wood Family

Carol Gendler

Jan Gradwohl

Amy Haddad & Steve Martin

Chris & Ron Harris

Megan & David Hawk

Tami & Jerry Hellman

Karen & John Higgins

Linda Hillegass & Jim McKee

Jane Renner Hood

Anne M. Hubbard

Jane & Calvin Johnson

Rossell & Robert Kelley

Beverly Kracher &  
   Jerry Stegeman

Lynette & Paul Krieger

Cathy Lang & John Conley

Carol & Roger Lewis

Ellen & Charles Lierk

Denise & Mike Linder

Carol & Fred Lockwood

Mary & Rodrigo Lopez

Angenette & Bob Meaney

Cynthia & Robert Milligan

Angie & Dan Muhleisen

Mary & Bob Nefsky

Michael J. Nolan

Natalie & Sam Olson

Alexander Payne

Kim Robak & Bill Mueller

Brenda Robinson

Thompson H. Rogers

Lynn & Dana Roper

Constance Ryan

Barb & Ron Schaefer

John S. Schleicher

Barb & George Schlothauer

Heather & Bryan Schneider

Rhonda Seacrest

Scott Semrad

Todd & Betiana Simon

Martha & D. David Slosburg

Annette & Paul Smith

Vicki & Chris Sommerich

Gene Spence

Paulette & Robert Stefka

Ann & Kenneth Stinson

Harriet Turner

Gail & Irv Veitzer

Katherine L. Walter

Dori Wanitschke

Carol & Tom Waring

Susan & Kent Warneke

Katie Weitz

Sheila & R. Ted Weschler

Beth & Kelvin Whited

Iris & Roger Winkelhake

Kristae & Peter Zandbergen

Chris & Art Zygielbaum

Gifts of $100-$249, continued Nina Nelson

Karen & Oliver Pollak

Vicki Pratt

Susan Radosti

Vern & Theresa Rasmussen

Brenda Robinson  

   in honor of Colby Robinson

Jack Schneider

Ruth Ann Schultz

Bob & Carmen Shively

Michael Skau

Doug & Marnie Soderquist

Kim Sosin

Doris Thompson

Vanessa Timberlake &  

   Dick Flebbe

Janice Van Newkirk

LaVila K. VanBoening

Janyce Warneke

Steve Wehrbein

Joan Wells

Robert & Denise Wol�

Dori Bush

Kyle & Koren Cartwright

Mary Jo & Dick Co�ey

Sharon Crosby

Hal & Mary Daub

Kirk & Karen Dielman

Robert & Anne Di�endal

Rosemary & Arthur Dobson

Karen Wyatt Drevo

Michaela Dugan

Mr. & Mrs. Frank H. Dupuis

The Dworak Family

Mark & Kem Ellis

James K. Fruehling

Georgia Glass

Deb Glenn

Don & Andi Goldstein

Jim & Margaret Griesen

Patty Gritzfeld

Mike & Kathy Gross

Ellen Hargus

Jim & Marge Hewitt

Ellen Hornady

HELP KIDS SUCCEED WITH YOUR GIFT TO HN

Sponsored by the Lincoln  
Community Foundation, 
Give to Lincoln Day will 
be held on Thursday, May 
28. This annual giving day 
fosters city-wide giving with 

funds matched proportionately by a $500,000 
challenge fund. 

Humanities Nebraska will earmark all funds 
raised on Give to Lincoln Day toward expand-
ing Prime Time Family Reading Time in the 
capital city, so that more underserved families 
can improve their quality of life through im-
proved literacy and academic success. 

Please mark your calendar and plan to make 
an online donation any time in the month of 
May to maximize your gift. Thank you!

www.givetolincoln.com/nonprofits/humanities-nebraska

*Deceased
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GRANT SPOTLIGHT: “UNLADYLIKE2020” HONORS WOMEN  
INCLUDING GRACE ABB0TT, SUSAN LA FLECSHE PICOTTE

In commemorating the  
centennial of the passage of the 
19th Amendment, a video series 
titled “UNLADYLIKE2020” tells 
the stories of women who were 
well ahead of their times. These 
include two Nebraskans: Grace 
Abbott (who fought for the 
rights of immigrants, advanced 
child welfare, and promoted the 
regulation of child labor) and 
Susan La Flesche Picotte (the 
first Native American female 
doctor, who also advocated for 
Native rights). 

The series airs through  
August 26 on American Masters 
Wednesday evenings, which is 
available on most PBS stations. 
Presenting history in a bold new 

way, the 8-10 minute stories of 
26 women who broke barriers 
in male-dominated fields at the 
turn of the 20th century are 
brought back to life through 
archival imagery, captivating 
original artwork and anima-
tion, along with interviews with 
historians, descendants, and 
accomplished women of today. 

The series also includes a  
resource-rich interactive  
website featuring the mini 
documentaries, in case any-
body would like to see them 
again. That can be accessed 
at www.Unladylike2020.com. 
In addition, program creators 
developed a U.S. history  
curriculum for grades 6-12 on 

PBS Learning Media; and a 
nationwide community engage-
ment and screening initiative in 
partnership with public televi-
sion stations and community 
organizations. 

Humanities Nebraska was 
one of 11 state councils who 
provided grants for the project.
Major support was also provid-
ed by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

Unique animation and a fresh approach to documentary storytelling 
are cornerstones of UNLADYLIKE2020. Grace Abbott is shown above.

Humanities Nebraska recently 
awarded the following grants:

Albion Area Arts Council, Albion, $1,999 to help 
fund “Todd Green: A World of Music.”

Asian Community and Cultural Center, Lincoln, 
$1,200 to help fund Camp Culture 2020.

Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts, Omaha, 
$1,000 for “Refocusing History: A Lecture Series.”

The City of Lincoln Commission on Human Rights, 
$550 to help fund a Youth Empowerment Through 
Awareness social justice art performance featuring 
Omaha and Lincoln students. 

Crane River Theater Company, Kearney, $2,000 to 
help fund its annual “Page to Stage” library outreach 
program during the summer of 2020.

Fort Atkinson Foundation, Fort Calhoun, $1,200 for 
humanities content in the Fort Atkinson Bicentennial 
events later this year.

Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries, $1,520 to 
help fund a keynote address by Elaine Weiss, author of 
“The Women’s Hour…The Great Fight to Win the Vote” 
during the August 7 Women’s Su�rage Celebration.

Friends of Lied in Lincoln, $1,500 to help fund 
“The Future We See: Town Hall”, which was held on 
February 26, 2020. 

Friends of the International Quilt Study Center 
and Museum, Lincoln, $1,847 to help fund “The  
Embellished World: A History Through the Lens of 
Hand Embroidery.”

Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, $2,000 
for a February 12 talk by author Ronald Stephens 
based on his book, “Idlewild: The Rise, Decline and 
Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town.”

Nebraska Shakespeare Festival, Inc., Omaha, 
$1,250 for the Nebraska Shakespeare scholars forums.

Opera Omaha, $1,750 to help fund its Poetry & 
Music Project 2020, inviting students in grades K-12 to 
submit poems for consideration to be set to music by 
composers Matt Browne and Frances Pollock. 

Oregon Trail Community Foundation, Scottsblu� 
Visitor Center, $1,450 to bring presenters to its Grand 
Re-Opening and Centennial Celebration.

Sidney Gold Rush Days Inc, Sidney, $1,270 for 
humanities content at the seventeenth annual festival. 

Stuhr Museum Foundation, Grand Island, $1,882 to 
help fund a temporary exhibit titled, “New in Town,” 
which will be on display through September 6.

University of Nebraska at Kearney Board of 
Regents, $2,000 to help fund an exhibit titled, “Coming 
to the Plains: Latinx Experience in Central Nebraska.”

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Board of Regents, 
$800 for the Poetry of Place Celebration 2021,  
tentatively scheduled for May 1 at the State Capitol.

Vesper Concert Series, Omaha, $1,436 to help fund 
school visits by composer and social advocate Joel 
Thompson related to his production, “The Last Seven 
Words of the Unarmed.”

Wayne State College, $1,900 for a free public 
event, “Youth Remembered, 1881-1901.”

White River Wacipi, Crawford, $2,000 to help fund 
a two-day cultural gathering scheduled for the end of 
June 2020.

HN AWARDS 20 GRANTS TOTALING $30,554

SC
RE

EN
 SH

OT
 CO

UR
TE

SY
 O

F

White River Wacipi in Crawford received a grant supporting 
their cultural gathering later this summer.
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IN MEMORY

STEPHEN KALISH, 1942-2019
Stephen E. Kalish died December 18, 2019. He was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and  

earned his B.A., J.D, and LL.M degrees from Harvard University. After clerking for  a 
United States Court of Appeals judge and practicing law in Los Angeles, he joined the 
faculty of the University of Nebraska College of Law in 1971. He was also a Fellow in 
Law and Humanities at Harvard, a Fellow in Law and Economics at the University of  
Miami, an academic visitor at the London School of Economics, and scholar in residence at King’s 
College, London. He served on the Nebraska Humanities Council board 1999-2003.

DARREL LLOYD, 1933-2019
Darrel W. Lloyd passed away November 28, 2019. After teaching high school English, 

he went on to have a 36-year career at Hastings College as professor of English, chairing 
the department for seven years and earning numerous accolades. His short stories, 
poems and essays were published in numerous periodicals and journals, and his plays 
have been performed at Hastings College. Darrel was on the Nebraska Humanities 
Council Board 1986-1995 and was chairman 1991-1992. He also served on the boards of the Nebraska 
Foundation for the Humanities (1991-1995) and the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial.

Helen Winter Stau�er died November 21, 2019. in Lincoln, Nebraska. She is the  
author of the most comprehensive biography of Nebraska author Mari Sandoz, Mari 
Sandoz: Story Catcher of the Plains (1982) and editor of her correspondences,  
Letters of Mari Sandoz (1992). As a member of the WAVES (Womens Navy, 1943-1945), 
Helen taught aerial gunnery. She was active in the Great Plains Chautauqua, Nebraska 
Humanities Council (1986-1993), Modern Language Association, National Education Association, 
Western Literature Association, Sandoz Heritage Society, and the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial. 

Charles “Chuck” Trimble, a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe who dedicated his life 
to advancing the causes of self-determination, sovereignty and human rights for Native 
Americans, died on March 2, 2020 in Omaha. Chuck, who overcame early poverty, 
helped establish the American Indian Press Association. He mediated disputes  
between the tribes and the U.S. government and promoted economic development 
on tribal reservations through his national consulting firm. He also founded Red Willow Institute, a 
nonprofit that provided technical and management assistance to Native nonprofit organizations. 
He was elected executive director of the National Congress of American Indians, using his position 
to lobby for tribal rights. He served on both Humanities Nebraska boards 2000-2006.

Wilfred Jackson “Jack” Maddux died November 24, 2019. A third generation rancher, 
he was past president of the Nebraska Stock Growers Association and the Nebraska 
Section for Range Management. He served on numerous agricultural and natural  
resources boards and support groups, including the National Cattleman Beef  
Association, and was instrumental in helping to formulate Nebraska’s groundwater  
management legislation. He was chairman of the University of Nebraska Foundation and was a  
member of the Nebraska Foundation for the Humanities board 1993-1999.

JACK MADDUX, 1932-2019

HELEN STAUFFER, 1922-2019

CHUCK TRIMBLE, 1935-2020
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HUMANITIES AT HOME: GIVING FOR THE FUTURE

The onset of COVID-19 
has changed everyone’s 
lives. At Humanities  
Nebraska, the sta� remains 
committed to bringing peo-
ple together to talk, listen, 
and learn from one another, 
even while doing so in per-
son is impossible right now. 

As you might have already 
noticed, we are working on 
new ways for Nebraskans 
to connect with each other. 
Some examples are our frequent  
Humanities at Home eblasts and virtual 
programs by various members of our  
Speakers Bureau.

Your gift will help us build smarter, 
more compassionate communities.  
By making a tax-deductible  
contribution, you can help ensure 
that the humanities continue to shape 
Nebraska’s future. Our ability to o�er 
virtual programming to communities 
statewide is fueled by generous  
donors who truly understand the  
importance of the humanities in  
maintaining a healthy democracy  

TO UPDATE ADDRESS OR CANCEL  
SUBSCRIPTIONS, CALL 402.474.2131 or  

E-MAIL INFO@HUMANITIESNEBRASKA.ORG

and strengthening communities.
Making a gift online on our secure 

website at HumanitiesNebraska.org is 
quick and easy. Gifts of $50 or more 
are recognized in HN’s annual report.

Because of you and your one-time 
or recurring monthly gift, we can  
keep our mission strong, transform 
Nebraska, and stay in touch with 
you during this time of hardship and 
physical distance. Thank you!

NEBRASKA HUMANITIES COUNCIL
Amy Sandeen, Chair, Hastings  

Connie Duncan, Vice Chair, Lincoln
Mike Linder, Treasurer, Omaha

Don Arp, Jr., Lincoln  
Graciela Caneiro-Livingston, Lincoln

Laura Capp, Ashland
Steve Elliott, Wayne 

Mark R. Ellis, Kearney 
Hal France, Omaha

Carol Gendler, Omaha 
Barbara Hewins-Maroney, Omaha

Edgar J. Hicks, Omaha 
Lynette Krieger, Hastings 

David A. Nesheim, Chadron 
Sarah Rowe, Omaha

Barb Schlothauer, Gering 
Paulette Stefka, North Platte

Dori Wanitschke, Grand Island
Beth Whited, Omaha 

Jaclyn M. Wilson, Lakeside

NEBRASKA FOUNDATION 
FOR THE HUMANITIES

Nicholas W. Baxter, President, Omaha
Tami Hellman, Vice President, Kearney

Kent Warneke, Treasurer, Norfolk
Don Arp, Jr., Lincoln 

Brenda Christensen, Omaha
John H. Conley, Omaha
Connie Duncan, Lincoln 
Judy K. Ekeler, Fremont

Kay Fowles, Grand Island
Hal France, Omaha 
Julia Gale, Lincoln

Carol Gendler, Omaha
Linda L. Gra�, McCook

Shannon R. Harner, Lincoln
Michael J. Homa, Omaha
Beverly Kracher, Omaha
Lynette Krieger, Hastings
Amy Sandeen, Hastings 

Paulette Stefka, North Platte
Laura Troshynski, North Platte

Jen Rae Wang, Omaha
Peter W. Zandbergen, Omaha
Christine Zygielbaum, Lincoln

STAFF
Christopher Sommerich  

Executive Director

Kristi  Hayek Carley 
Program Manager

Barbara Grant 
O�ce and Grants Coordinator

Susan Hale 
Prime Time Assistant

Erika Hamilton 
Director of Literary Programs

SheriLynne Hansen 
Communications Manager

Julie MacDonald 
Development Coordinator

Liz Makowski 
Program Assistant

Heather Thomas 
Director of Development

Mary Yager 
Associate Director

Annelise Christen  and Jacqui Ortega 
Interns

Volunteer Proofreader 
Margaret M. Gerards

All high school social studies teachers are 
invited to apply to become part of Capitol 
Forum on America’s Future for the 2020-2021 
school year. 

Each year, up to 25 teachers from across the 
state are selected to receive free curriculum 
from the Choices Program at Brown University, 
training, and other support so they can enhance 
their students’ knowledge on global issues such 
as international trade, nuclear proliferation, 
terrorism, immigration, and climate change. 
Students develop skills that will enable them 
to become more informed voters and engaged 

citizens in the future. 
HN provides Capitol 

Forum statewide in 
collaboration with the 
O�ce of Nebraska 
Secretary of State Robert 
Evnen with funding from 
the Cooper Foundation.

Though 2019-2020 
students were unable to 
meet in person for Capitol 
Forum Day as scheduled in 
March due to the pandemic, 
next year’s students will 
be welcomed to Lincoln to 
interact with delegations 

SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHERS INVITED TO APPLY FOR CAPITOL FORUM 2020-2021
from other schools for a day of deliberation. 
Students emerge with a deeper understanding 
of how di�erent policies can a�ect di�erent 
populations.

“Without Capitol Forum, I would not have 
been exposed to such diverse views,” said one 
Norfolk Senior High student who participated 
last year. 

When possible, student delegations are able 
to have lunch with their state senators. Capitol 
Forum Day culminates with a question-and-
answer session with Nebraska’s U.S senators 
and representatives. This gives students a better 
understanding of government policy making.

Upon returning home, the student delegates 
share their experiences with their classes and 
participate in more deliberation and voting. 

Nebraska teachers who wish to be part of 
next year’s Capitol Forum should submit an 
application by July 1. Benefits include curriculum 
from Choices, professional development, travel 
costs (including lodging if applicable), and 
substitute teacher pay reimbursement to the 
schools, alleviating any financial concerns. The 
application can be found on the HN website.

For more information, teachers may contact 
Kristi Hayek Carley at kristi@HumanitiesNebraska.
org or download a brochure on the Capitol 
Forum page at www.HumanitiesNebraska.org.

THE NEBRASKA CULTURAL ENDOWMENT PROUDLY SUPPORTS

To learn more about how the Nebraska Cultural Endowment  
promotes the livelihood of arts and humanities in our state, visit

NebraskaCulturalEndowment.org

  HUMANITIES NEBRASKA  

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Community Services 

Fund (CSF) is a coalition 
of 69 diverse nonprofits 
working to build a vibrant, 
creative and healthy 
community.  
   HN greatly 
appreciates 
donors who 
designated 
gifts to us 
through their 
CSF workplace 
giving campaigns.  
Thank you! 
     Please visit 
communityservicesfund.
org to learn more.

Nominations are now being 
welcomed for the 2020 Sower 
Award in the Humanities, to 
be presented at the Governor’s  
Lecture in the Humanities on  
September 22, 2020 in Lincoln.

Anyone may nominate an 
individual who has made a 
significant contribution to  
public understanding of the 
humanities in Nebraska via a 
commitment of time, expertise, 
resources, or any combination 
of the above. 

Past Sower Award honorees 
include: 

• Talented humanities faculty who reach     
   beyond their classrooms

SOWER AWARD NOMINATIONS DUE JUNE 12

Speakers Bureau member Andy Jewell, editor of the Willa Cather Archives at 
the University of Nebraska, was HN’s first presenter for the April 10 edition 
of  Humanities at Home: Live. He spoke about Willa Cather, sharing insight 
gleaned from her personal letters, and answered audience questions.

Or, contact Kyle Cartwright at kyle@nebraskaculture.org or 402-595-2722.

PREVIOUS SOWER AWARD RECIPIENTS
Paul Olson • Joe Seger •  Keith Blackledge • Bernice Slote • Gene 
Bunge • Larry Wewel • Robert Audi • Walter Friedlander • Robert 
Manley •  Frederick Luebke  • Rhonda Seacrest • Jack McBride • 
Marion Marsh Brown • Morrie Tuttle •  Nancy Duncan  • State Senator 
LaVon Crosby • Ron Hull • Jack Campbell • E.N. “Jack” Thompson 
•  Ron Naugle  • Don Welch • Gary Moulton • Ted Kooser • Charles 
“Chuck” Trimble • Richard Holland • Don Pederson • John  
Gottschalk • Judi gaiashkibos • Jane Renner Hood • Robert Nefsky  • 
Annette and Paul Smith • Marian Andersen • Todd Simon • Pamela 
Hilton Snow • Joe Starita

• Committed volunteers and philanthropists  
   who enhance cultural life of the state

• Journalists and filmmakers who shed light  
   on important public issues

Nomination forms can be 
downloaded from the HN web 
site: HumanitiesNebraska.org.

Humanities Nebraska congratulates  
Robert Kerr of Hastings High School on 

his retirement. Robert was a Capitol Forum 
teacher for 14 years and served as  

co-lead teacher for the last five years.
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2020 GOVERNOR’S LECTURE: DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN ON “LEADERSHIP IN TURBULENT TIMES”

Humanities Nebraska is pleased to announce 
that Doris Kearns Goodwin will be the speaker 
for the 25th Annual Governor’s Lecture in the 
Humanities. Her topic will be “Leadership in 
Turbulent Times,” which is also the title of her 
latest best-selling book. 

Goodwin’s career as a presidential historian 
and author was inspired when as a 24-year-old 
graduate student at Harvard she was selected to 
join the White House Fellows, one of America’s 
most prestigious programs for leadership and 
public service. Goodwin worked with President 

Johnson in the White House and 
later assisted him in the writing 
of his memoirs.

She then wrote Lyndon 
Johnson and the American 
Dream, which became a 
national bestseller and 
achieved critical acclaim. 
Her next book, No Ordinary 
Time: Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt: The Home Front 
in World War II, was honored 

with a Pulitzer Prize. She 
also authored multiple other 

books, such as The 
Fitzgeralds and the 
Kennedys, Lincoln Prize 
winner Team of Rivals: 
The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln, and 
Leadership in Turbulent 
Times, each garnering 
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The Governor’s Lecture in the Humanities will be presented free to the public by Humanities Nebraska and 
the E.N. Thompson Forum on World Issues with support from the Duncan Family Trust.

www.humanitiesnebraska.org
  humanitiesnebraska  

 humanitiesne

215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 330
Lincoln, NE 68508 

RENOWNED PRESIDENTIAL HISTORIAN AND  PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN 
 WILL DELIVER THE 25TH ANNUAL GOVERNOR’S LECTURE IN THE HUMANITIES ON SEPTEMBER 22, 2020.

international critical 
acclaim and various 
prestigious awards.

Goodwin is seen 
frequently on major 
television stations, 
cable networks and 
shows including 
“Meet the Press” and 
“The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert.” She has served as a consultant 
for various documentaries, including “Baseball” 
by Ken Burns and several about American 
presidents. She was awarded the Charles Frankel 
Prize, given by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the Sarah Josepha Hale Medal, the 
New England Book Award, as well as the Carl 
Sandburg Literary Award. 

Co-chaired by HN board members Connie 
Duncan and Chris Zygielbaum, the benefit dinner 
prior to the free public lecture raises important 
funds for HN’s statewide programs. Invitations 
will be mailed this summer. 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020
5:00 p.m. Benefit Reception, Dinner, and Presentation of the Sower       

                         Award in the Humanities, Embassy Suites, Lincoln
7:30 p.m. Free Public Lecture, Lied Center for Performing Arts, Lincoln
9-11:00 p.m. Humanities After Hours

For more information regarding sponsorships, 
please contact Heather Thomas via email at 
heather@humanitiesnebraska.org. For status 
updates, please visit humanitiesnebraska.org and 
select “Governor’s Lecture” under Programs.

Doris Kearns Goodwin
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